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IAFL Introduction to International Family Law Conference 

May 14, 2019 

University Club of San Francisco 

San Francisco, California USA 

A conference for recently admitted IAFL Fellows 

and Lawyers interested in discovering IAFL work 

PROGRAM 

Tuesday 14 May 

Registration Desk/Breakfast opens at 8:00 a.m. 

Welcome Speech and Introductory Talk: (9:00 – 9:10 a.m.) 

Mia Reich Sjogren, Esq., President of IAFL from Sweden 

Jorge M. Cestero, Esq., President of the IAFL USA Chapter from Florida.  

Overview of Morning Program (Financial Issues) and Speakers (9:10 – 9:15 a.m.) 
Pamela M. Sloan, Esq., New York, NY 

 
International Discovery of Financial Information:  "How To" (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.) 
 Ariel Leichter-Maroko, Esq., Beverly Hills, CA 
  Presentation 1-001 - Ariel Leichter-Maroko presentation material 
   
 
International Agreements: Prenuptial, In-Marriage and Settlement: "Perils" (10:15 – 11:15 a.m.) 
 Thomas J. Sasser, Esq., West Palm Beach, FL 
  Presentation 2-001 - Thomas Sasser International Premarital Agreements 
 
Break (11:15 – 11:25 a.m.) 
 
International Enforcement Issues:  "How To" (11:25 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.)  
 Steven K. Yoda, Esq., Woodland Hills, CA 
  Presentation: 3-001 - Steven Yoda Enforcing Foreign Orders (Slides).pdf 
 
In Conversation: Two Icons of the IAFL (12:25 – 12:45 p.m.) 

Thomas Wolfrum, Esq., Walnut Creek CA 

Lowell Sucherman, Esq., San Francisco, CA  

Lunch (12:45 – 1:35 p.m.)  
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Overview of Afternoon Program (Parenting Issues) and Speakers 
Pamela M. Sloan, Esq., New York, NY 

 
Hague Convention on Custody:  "What and How" 

Brent Seymour, Esq., San Francisco, CA 
  Presentation: 4-001 Brent Seymour The Hauge Convention Presentation.pdf 

 Additional Materials: 4-002 The Hauge Convention Additional Materials.pdf 

International Issues Concerning Same Sex Parents (2:35 – 3:45 p.m.) 
Ming Wong, Esq., San Francisco CA (National Center for Lesbian Rights) 
 Materials: 5-001 Ming Wong Legal_Recognition_of_LGBT_Families.pdf 

  Materials: 5-002 5-002 Mong Wong Issue Spotting for LGBT Parents in the US.pdf  
 
Break (3:35 – 3:45 p.m.) 
 
International Parenting Agreements: "Perils and Enforcement" (3:45 – 4:45 p.m.) 
 Stephen Page, Esq., Brisbane, Australia 
  Presentation: 6-001 Stephen Page International Parenting Agreements Slides.pdf 
 
In Two Minutes: "What the IAFL Has Done for Me and My Career" (4:45 – 5:00 p.m.) 
 IAFL Fellows from around the globe 
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SPEAKER PROFILES 
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Ariel Leichter-Maroko, Esq.,  
 
8665 Wilshire Boulevard, Penthouse 
 
Beverly Hills, CA 
 
www.llmfamilylaw.com 
 
Certified Family Law Specialist, certified by California State Bar Board of Legal Specialization.  Admitted 
to practice in California, as well as the United States Supreme Court, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
the United States District Court for the Northern and Central Districts of California.  Focuses on complex 
family law litigation and appeals, including large asset division and support matters, and high-conflict 
custody matters.  Extensive experience with interstate and international family law issues, including 
custody, child support, spousal support/alimony, property division, and jurisdictional disputes.  Lectures 
on family law matters and acts as consultant to other attorneys in family law matters involving 
jurisdictional or complex financial issues. 
  

http://www.llmfamilylaw.com/
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Thomas J. Sasser, Esq.,  
 
1800 Australian Avenue South Suite 203 
 
West Palm Beach, FL 
 
http://www.sasserlaw.com 
 
Fellow: American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. Member: American Bar Association, Family Law 
Section. Florida Bar Association: Member; Chair, Family Law Section (2006-7); Marital and Family Law 
Certification Review Course (2001-5). Palm Beach County Bar Association: Member; Chair, Family 
Practice Committee (2003-7). Board Certified Marital and Family Law, Florida Bar. Lectures and 
publishes for Florida Bar and AAML Florida Chapter on marital and family law topics. ""AV"" rated by 
Martindale Hubbell. BA, The College of William and Mary (1992); JD, University of Florida, College of Law 
(1995). 
 
  

http://www.sasserlaw.com/
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Steven K. Yoda, Esq.,  
 
5941 Variel Ave 
 
Woodland Hills, CA 
 
https://www.walzermelcher.com  
 
Steven K. Yoda is a partner at Walzer Melcher LLP, a premier family law firm in Los Angeles.  Chambers & 

Partners has ranked both Steve and his firm as leaders in the field of family law in the State of 

California.  Steve is a graduate of Stanford University, where he received both his Bachelor and Masters 

Degrees (both in History), and the University of California, Berkeley School of Law.  After law school, he 

served as a law clerk to the Honorable James Ware (ret.), United States District Judge for the Northern 

District of California.  Prior to practicing family law, Steve worked for 10 years as a commercial litigator 

in some of California’s largest and most prestigious law firms, handling a wide range of matters relating 

to intellectual property, employment law, securities law, and insurance litigation.  Steve is a Board 

Member and Past President of the Japanese American Bar Association (JABA) and also has served as a 

Board Member of the Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles County (APABA) and a 

Trustee of the Los Angeles County Bar Association (LACBA).  In 2009, the National Asian Pacific American 

Bar Association (NAPABA) recognized Steve as a “Best Lawyer Under 40.” 

  

https://www.walzermelcher.com/


 

9 
 

 

Thomas Wolfrum, Esq.,  
 
1850 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite 610 
 
Walnut Creek CA 
 
http://www.wolfrumlaw.com 
 
Admitted to practice in all California courts in 1972 and the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993. Practice 
focused in San Francisco east bay counties of Contra Costa and Alameda. Certified Specialist, Family Law, 
California State Bar (1993). California State Bar. Contra Costa County Bar Association (Distinguished 
Service Award, Family Law Section 1995). Mediator, District Court of Appeal (1st District). Director, 
AAML Foundation, AAML Law Journal Editorial Board, AAML ALI Commission, IAML. 
  

http://www.wolfrumlaw.com/
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Lowell Sucherman, Esq. 
 
100 Spear Street Suite 1640 
 
San Francisco, CA 
 
www.sucherman-insalaco.com  
 
Counties of Marin, Alameda, San Francisco, Contra Costa and San Mateo; American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, Northern California Chapter, Board of Governors, Co-Chair of 1987 Regional 
Family Law Symposium. Chair, Executive Committee, California State Bar, Family Law Section; American 
Bar Association; San Francisco Bar Association. Lecturer and Instructor in field with these organizations. 
Formulated and implemented Family Law Settlement Conference Procedures in San Francisco Family 
Law Court. Serves as Pro Tem Judge in San Francisco Superior Court, Family Law Department. 
 
Full CV in Support Documents 
 
  

http://www.sucherman-insalaco.com/


 

11 
 

 
Brent Seymour, Esq. 
 
189 East H Street 
 
Benicia, CA 
 
www.seyfamlaw.com 
 
 

I have been practicing law since 1990, Family Law exclusively since 2000.  I have been a 

Certified Family Law Specialist, State Bar Board of Legal Specialization for over ten years.  I 

believe that most cases can be settled with reduced emotional cost to the parties involved. 

I graduated from the University of San Francisco, School of Law, Cum Laude, in 1990 and 

admitted to the State Bar of California in 1990. 

For the last 15 years, I practiced at one of the most prestigious family law firms in San 

Francisco.  In 2013, I opened the Law Office of Brent D. Seymour in Benicia.  I continue to also 

practice in San Francisco. 

My practice involves all aspects of family law and in particular, complex financial issues that 

arise in high asset dissolutions.  In addition, I have developed an expertise in international cases 

involving the Hague Convention for return of children wrongfully abducted or retained outside 

of their habitual residence.  Similarly, I have particular expertise in interstate and international 

custody cases involving the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Enforcement Act (UCCJEA). 

I have presented seminars on International Divorce Practice and on Practice under the Hague 

Convention to family law attorneys both locally and internationally. 

I am a Fellow of the International Academy of Family Lawyers (IAFL).  

In addition to the IAFL, I am a member of the San Francisco and Solano County Bar 

Associations, as well as the Association of Certified Family Law Specialists, a non-profit 

organization of attorneys who have been designated Specialists in Family Law by the State Bar 

of California, Board of Legal Specialization. 

  

http://www.seyfamlaw.com/
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Ming Wong, Esq. 

National Center for Lesbian Rights 

870 Market Street, Suite 370 

San Francisco CA  

http://www.nclrights.org/  

Ming Wong is the Supervising Helpline Attorney at the National Center for Lesbian Rights. He also runs 

their Rural Pride project and a program providing resources to legal aid providers serving LGBTQ clients. 

He works in their San Francisco, California office. His work requires familiarity with a wide range of legal 

issues that affect LGBTQ people including family law, immigration, employment, housing, estate 

planning, prison law, and public benefits. Ming grew up in Malaysia and Singapore, and lives in Oakland, 

California. 

Shin-Ming Wong graduated with a BA from Stanford University in 2003, where he majored in 
Philosophy. He was awarded his JD from U.C. Hastings in 2007, with a focus on Public Interest law. 
  

http://www.nclrights.org/
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Stephen Page, Esq. 
 
PO Box 12135 
 
Brisbane, Australia 
 
http://australiandivorce.blogspot.com 
 
 
Admitted in Queensland (1987), High Court of Australia (1989) and South Australia (2013). Specialised in 
family law matters since 1988, and has been an accredited family law specialist since 1996. Practises in 
all areas of family law, and especially enjoys helping clients in complex international matters, including 
Hague matters. Has helped clients from throughout Australia and 16 countries overseas with 
surrogacy/ART matters. In 2012 obtained a world first precedent as to what constituted conception. One 
of two international representatives of the ART committee of the American Bar Association. First 
international fellow of the American Academy of Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys (AAARTA). 

http://australiandivorce.blogspot.com/

